CONSTITUTION

OF

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

Yerington, Nevada

1.0
Name

The name of this congregation shall be: FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH of Yerington, Lyon County, Nevada.

2.0
Mission
The purpose of this congregation shall be to give honor and glory to the Triune God, to carry out His will, to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all the world, to manifest the unity of our faith in Jesus Christ as God and Savior, to foster Christian fellowship and love, to extend a helping hand in human need, and to achieve our objectives by the preaching of the Word of God, by the administration of the sacraments, and by the religious instruction of all its members according to the confessional standard of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.

3.0
Confessional Standard

This congregation accepts without reservation:

3.1
The Scriptures of the Old and New Testament as the written Word of God and the only rule and norm of faith and of practice.

3.2
All the Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church as a true and unadulterated statement and exposition of the Word of God, to wit: the three Ecumenical Creeds (the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, the Athanasian Creed), The Unaltered Augsburg Confession, The Apology of the Augsburg Confession, The Smalcald Articles, the Large Catechism of Luther, the Small Catechism of Luther and the Formula of Concord.

3.3
Statement on Sexuality.  We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as a male or a female.  These two distinct, complementary sexes together reflect the image and nature of God (Gen. 1:26-27).  Rejection of one’s biological sex is a rejection of the image of God within that person.

3.4
Statement on Marriage.  We believe the term “marriage” has only one meaning; the uniting of one man and one woman in a single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture (Gen. 2:18-25).  We believe that marriage between one man and one woman, for life, uniquely reflects Christ’s relationship with His Church (Eph. 5:21-33).  We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to occur only between a man and a woman who are married to each other (1 Cor. 6:18; 7:2-5; Heb. 13:4).  We believe that God has commanded that no intimate activity be engaged in outside of a marriage between a man and a woman.

We believe that any form of sexual immorality (including adultery, cohabitation, fornication, homosexual behavior, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, or use of pornography) is sinful and offensive to God 


(Matt. 15:18-20; 1 Cor. 6:9=10)

3.5
Statement on the Sanctity of Human Life.  We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in His image.  Human life is of inestimable worth in all its dimensions, including pre-born babies, the aged, the physically or mentally challenged, and every other stage or condition from conception through natural death.  We are therefore called to defend, protect, and value all human life.  (Ps. 139).

4.0
Membership

4.1
Membership

The membership of this congregation includes the following:

4.1.1
Baptized members are all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God and who are under the spiritual care of the pastor of this congregation, including the children who have not yet been confirmed.

4.1.2
Communicant members are those baptized members who have been in the Lutheran faith, accept the confessional standard of Section 3.0 in it’s entirety of this constitution, are familiar with the contents of Luther’s Small catechism. And are not members of organizations whose principles and conduct conflict with the Word of God.

4.1.3
Voting members are communicant members who have reached the age of 14 years, have been received by the voter’s assembly, and have signed the constitution of the congregation.

4.2
Reception

Baptized and communicant members are received through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, through the consent of one or both parents in the case of children who have been baptized in another Christian congregation, through the rite of confirmation, through transfer from a sister congregation, or through profession of faith or reaffirmation of faith.  Eligible communicant members may be received as voting members upon application for such privilege, upon approval by the voter’s assembly, and upon signing the constitution.

4.3
Duties

Members of the congregation shall conform their entire lives to the rule of God’s Word and to that end make diligent use of the means of grace, exercise faithful stewardship of God’s many gifts and talents, impart and accept fraternal admonition as the need of such admonition becomes apparent, and be readily available for service in the kingdom of Christ within and beyond the congregation.

4.4
Termination

4.4.1
Membership shall be terminated by transfer to a sister congregation, by death, by joining a congregation outside the fellowship of this congregation, by excommunication, or by self-exclusion.  In cases of excommunication, or self-exclusion, each case shall be presented individually to the voter’s assembly by the Church Council for a decision.

4.4.2
Communicant members who conduct themselves in an un-Christian manner shall be admonished according to Matthew 18:15-20.  If they remain impenitent after proper admonition, they shall be excommunicated.  In all disciplinary cases, the congregation will follow its stated and adopted guidelines.

4.4.3
Discipline
All discipline in this congregation shall be in accordance with the scriptural order of discipline as laid down in Matthew 18: 15-20.

When a member of this congregation, after ineffectual application of Matthew 18: 15-20, where such order is feasible, be ex-communicated by the Office of the Keys, or by evasion of discipline, excludes himself, such a member thereby forfeits all rights and prerogatives of church membership.  Such forfeitures shall be duly noted in the minutes of the voting members.  The failure of a voting member to attend meetings for a period of two (2) years shall affect the forfeiture of their right to vote and of all other prerogatives of voting membership.  Such forfeiture shall be duly noted in the minutes of the voting members.  A voting member may be re-instated by a majority of the voting members present.
5.0
Called Church Workers
5.1
This congregation has the exclusive right to call ordained and commissioned ministers.  The pastoral office shall be conferred only on such a pastor or candidate who professes and adheres to the confessional standard set forth in this constitution, who is qualified for his work, who has been endorsed by the Synod, and who is a member of the Synod. Approval of a called minister would require a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote by the voter’s assembly.
5.2
Any ordained or commissioned minister may be removed from office by the voters assembly by a two-thirds majority ballot vote, in Christian and lawful order, for one of the following reasons:  persistent adherence to false doctrine, scandalous life, willful neglect, or inability to perform the duties of the office.

5.3
In the case of a vacancy in the office of an ordained or commissioned minister, the congregation shall notify the president of the District so that he may assist in temporarily filling the vacancy and also give assistance in regard to the calling of a new pastor or teacher.

6.0
Authority of the Congregation

6.1
The voter’s assembly shall be the governing body of this congregation and shall be empowered to administer and manage all its affairs.  The establishment and conduct of all organizations and societies within the congregation or related directly to it shall be subject to the approval and supervision of the voter’s assembly.

6.2
All matters shall be decided by a majority vote of the voter’s assembly unless otherwise specified by this constitution or bylaws, including matters of doctrine and conscience, which shall be decided only on the basis of the Word of God.

6.3
The right of calling ordained or commissioned ministers shall be vested in the voter’s assembly and shall not be delegated otherwise.

7.0
Officers and Boards

This congregation shall have the following officers and boards in addition to any which the congregation shall authorize from time to time:

7.1
Officers

7.1.1
A President, who shall serve as chairman during all meetings of the congregation and council.

7.1.2
A Vice-President, who shall assume the responsibilities of the President in the latter’s absence or at the request of the President.

7.1.3
A Secretary, who shall maintain accurate records of all proceedings of the congregation including names of members received, released, attendance at meetings and minutes of meetings.  The Secretary shall also administer the signing of the constitution and bylaws.

7.1.4
Treasurer.  They shall keep a record of all monies; pay all financial obligations of the congregation, submit a financial report at regular meetings of the congregation.

7.1.5
Financial Secretary.  Shall receive a record of all envelope contributions and shall mail quarterly receipts to members using the envelope system.

7.1.6
Chairperson of Religious Education.  Shall coordinate and administer all agencies of religious education undertaken by this congregation.

7.1.7
Board of Elders.  Appointed by the Pastor and approved by the Congregation.  Shall provide guidance to the Council, Congregation and Pastor.  Assist with Pastoral duties to include but not limited to; visitations, assist with worship, communion, etc.

7.2
Boards

This congregation reserves the right to appoint boards for specific tasks as the needs arise.

7.3
Removal from Office

7.3.1
Any officer or board member may be removed from office by the voters assembly by a two-thirds majority ballot vote, in Christian and lawful order, for one of the following reasons:  persistent adherence to false doctrine, scandalous life, willful neglect, or inability to perform the duties of the office.

8.0
Synodical Membership

This congregation shall be a member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod as long as the Synod conforms to the congregation’s confessional standards set forth in this constitution as determined by a majority vote of the congregation at a meeting called for that purpose.

9.0
Division
9.1
If at any time a division should take place for any reason, the property of the congregation and all benefits connected therewith shall remain with those communicant members who continue to adhere in confession and practice to the confessional standards set forth in this constitution, as determined by the dispute resolution process described in the Bylaws of the Synod.

9.2
In the event the congregation should dissolve, the property and all rights connected therewith shall be transferred to that District of the Synod in which the congregation held membership at the time of the dissolution.

10.0
Meetings

Regular meetings of the voter’s assembly shall be held as determined in the bylaws.  Announcement of meetings shall be made in the services of the previous Sunday.  Special meetings require announcement in the services of the two previous Sundays or notification by mail and the announcement in the services of the previous Sunday.  Such special meetings may be called at the request of the pastor, president, church council or 3 (three) voting members.

11.0
Quorum

All members present at a properly called meeting shall constitute a quorum.

12.0
Limitations on Holding Office

All office holders shall be at least 18 years of age or older.  They shall not serve as pastor.

13.0
Amendments

This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote by the voters assembly.
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